Access to special care dentistry, part 7. Special care dentistry services: seamless care for people in their middle years--part 1.
Children and older people have been relatively well served by specialist dental care. Despite increasing disability amongst people in their middle years, there have been no or few dedicated dental teams with responsibility for provision of their oral care. This article explores the ethos and practicality of seamless care across the age groups and the primary/secondary care interface, with a focus on embedding oral health into general healthcare plans through the multidisciplinary team approach. The article explores four conditions--rheumatoid arthritis, Huntingdon's disease, multiple sclerosis and diabetes. It considers the features of each condition and how they can impact on both oral health and the delivery of dental services. It also considers the elements of care that contribute to a holistic and seamless approach to oral care services.